There are other thingSThat get you in besides the SAT

nother weekend of a
grueling three-hour

y & exam has come and
gone. Although the SATs are
required for admission to
most colleges and universi-
fies, test scores alone will not
get students into the colleges
of their choice.

" “There are reasons why
schools administer grades,
_provide opportunities for
extra-curricular activities and
require a certain amount of
community service. These
components are just as sig-
dificant when applying to
college.

Students sit through hours
of school each day, listening
to teachers, participating in
¢lass discussions and com-
pleting assigned homework.,
They study and prepare for
assessments, create and write
formal and informal writing
assignments and attempt to
évercome their fears of
$peaking in front of people.
For all of this hard work, stu-
dents are issued grades,
which formulate into grade
point averages and are docu-
mented throughout their edu-
cational careers in the form
of a transcript.
= This transcript is a signifi-
¢ant publication that allows
admission officers to see the
progress, deterioration or
maintenance of grades. It
represents each student as a
series of letters that indicate
their ability to perform in .
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ities. Many parents are con-
cerned that their student’s
standardized test scores don’t
represent the grades they
receive in school or their
capability to perform well.
Have no fear, because grades
are extremely important, and
many schools give students a
chance to explain in writing
why there is a discrepancy
between standardized test
scores and grade point aver-
ages. If they don’t, offer it on
your own.

What a student achieves
academically in school is
often more emphasized than
their activities. Participating
in school-sponsored activities
and programs not only gives
a student an attractive list for
their college applications, but
allows them to take part in
contributing to their school.
Student council, leadership,
sports, arts, music and drama
are just a few examples of
clubs that students join.

ty. Colleges want to see that
their potential freshmen do
more for themselves, and
schools, than earn grades and
take tests,

Outside the walls of
schools lies a local communi-
ty filled with opportunities
for volunteer services. Stu-
dents gain pride and confi-
dence through community
involvement. Volunteering in
the community builds charac-
ter, promotes awareness of
one’s surroundings and
enhances interaction between
community members.

There are numerous organ-
izations looking for volun-
teers who are willing to make
a difference. The Humane
Society, Project M.A.N.A.,
Truckee Trails Foundation,
Tahoe Women's Services,
Tahoe Truckee Community
Foundation, the Wildlife
Shelter, Tahoe Forest Hos-
pice, Truckee River Day, the
Village Neighborhood Com-

pany at Squaw Valley and
upcoming ski swaps are only
a few of the many local
organizations who value and
welcome volunteers.

These last weekends
before the mountains open
for the winter season are
ideal for students to volun-
teer their time and rack up
hours to meet their communi-
ty service quotas. Speaking
to school counselors and staff
will offer other choices of
where community service is
appreciated. Contributing to
your community demon-
strates characteristics of self-
lessness and compassion to
others in need. Colleges want
to know how their future stu-
dents will give to their cam-
pus communities.

The significance of the
college admission essay is
not overlooked, but is saved
for its own discussion.

— Vicki Isacowitz is a Sec-
ondary English teacher who
has been educating students
since 1996. She is co-founder
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for students in grades K-12.
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